1702-12] MAREST TO GERMON 2656

killed the Missionary, after which they broke the
cross into a thousand pieces. I learned this with
grief some time after.

I thought that such an outrage ought not to go
unpunished; therefore I entreated the French no
longer to trade with them, unless they should make
reparation for the insult which they had offered
to Religion. This punishment had all the effect
that I could desire; the chiefs of the village came
twice in succession to-declare their keen regret
for their fault; and, by this avowal, they induced
me to visit them from time to time. But, it must
be acknowledged, a Missionary does no great good
to the Savages unless he live with them, and con-
tinually watch their conduct; without this they very
soon forget the instructions that he has given them,
and, little by little, they return to their former
licentiousness.

This knowledge that we have of the fickleness of
the Savages afterward gave us great uneasiness about
the condition of the Mission of the Peounarias; our
distance from this village, which is the largest one
in these quarters, prevented our making frequent
journeys to it. Besides, the bad treatment that the
late Father Gravier received from them had obliged
Messieurs the Governors of Canada and Mobile to
forbid the French from trading with them. In
truth, many Christians from that village had come
to submit themselves to us; but there remained
many others who, not being sustained by the usual
instructions, would possibly falter in the Faith.

Finally, at the time when we were considering
means for reéstablishing this Mission, we learned,
from some Frenchmen who had secretly traded with



